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those whose want of understanding excludes them from any
other employment, are selected for military commissions.

No sooner have they taken possession of their new com-
mand, and gratified with some act of oppression the wan-
tonness of new authority, but they desert their charge with
the formality of demanding1 a permission to be absent,
which their commander dares not deny them. Thus, my
lords, they leave the care of the troops, and the study of
the rules of war, to those unhappy men who have no other
claim to elevation than knowledge and bravery, and who,,
for want of relations in the senate, are condemned to linger
out their lives at their quarters, amuse themselves with
recounting their actions and sufferings in former wars,
and with reading in the papers of every post, the com-
missions which are bestowed on those who never saw a
battle.

For this reason, my lords, preferments in the army,
instead of being considered as proofs of merit, are looked
on only as badges of dependence; nor can any thing be
inferred from the promotion of an officer, but that he is in
some degree or other allied to some member of the senate,
or the leading voters of a borough.

After this manner, my lords, has the army been mo*
delled, and on these principles has it subsisted for the last
and the present reign; neither myself, nor any other
general officer, have been consulted in the distribution of
commands, or any part of military regulations. Our armies
have known no other power than that of the secretary of
war, who directs ail their motions, and fills up every vacancy
without opposition, and without appeal-
But never, my lords, was his power more conspicuous,
than in raising the levies of last year; never was any
authority more despotically exerted, or more tamely sub-
mitted to; never did any man more wantonly sport with
his command, or more capriciously dispose of posts and
preferments; never did any tyrant appear to set censure
more openly at defiance, treat murmurs and remonstrances
with greater contempt, or with more confidence and se-
curity distribute posts among his slaves, without any other